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Textbook:  Georgia and the American Experience, Clairmont Press, 2005 -- $49.95
Course Description and Outline:

This course traces the history of Georgia in the context of the development of the United States.  This history is combined with an overview of state government, focusing on how the state copes with selected public issues.  Students are expected to learn facts about important people, places, and events in Georgia and the nation.  Current events will be discussed and related to the state.

Semester I

Georgia’s Beginnings, Georgia’s Colonization, Revolution in Georgia, Government in Georgia, Westward Expansion
Semester II
Georgia in the Antebellum Era, Georgia in the Civil War, Georgia and Reconstruction, Developing National Identities, Depression and World Conflict, Societal and Technological Growth
Middle school TAG classes are advanced content courses directly aligned to the Georgia Performance Standards.  The TAG curriculum is differentiated in order to make it rigorous and challenging for gifted learners.  Additionally, it incorporates the following TAG standards and elements: developing advanced communication skills, advanced research skills, problem solving, thinking creatively, and using higher order critical thinking skills.  To help meet this end, various projects and enrichment activities will be utilized during the year.
Grading Scheme:

Grades will be based upon oral and written responses, homework, projects, class participation, and tests in the following manner:


55% - tests*, major projects


35% - quizzes


10% - daily classwork, homework

Fulton County Grading Scale:


90 – 100
A







80 – 89

B







70 – 79

C







69 or below
F

(*The end-of-semester final exam will count as two test grades.) 
Homework Expectations:

Homework accomplishes many things, including:  increasing learning time; communicating curriculum to parents; and encouraging students to become independent, self-directed learners.  Homework may include research, test preparation, independent reading, and special projects.  Some long-range assignments will be assigned, allowing students to break down the projects into manageable portions over an extended period of time.  Students may turn in a missing homework assignment one day late for 50% credit. Homework will not be accepted after one day unless it is from an excused absence.
Student agendas are an excellent organizational tool.  Students are given one agenda at the beginning of the year and are expected to use the student agenda as an organizational tool as well as a hall pass. See page 13 in the student agenda for the specific guidelines. 

Provision for Improving Grades:  (FCBOE Procedure IHA)

1. Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.
2. Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

Scheduled Help Sessions:

Extra help sessions will be scheduled on an as-needs basis with 24 hours notice.  These sessions will be offered before school, except on Thursday mornings.
Student Support:

The Graduation Coach’s primary responsibility is to work with all students to encourage academic success. Dr. Pagnotti offers a variety of academic programs that can help students achieve. These programs (Working Lunch, Friday Finish, Feed Your Mind) have been extremely successful in providing support to all students. 

The Guidance Counselors are available to assist with any academic and social needs you may encounter during the school year. 

Parent/Teacher Communication:

Progress reports will be sent home every 9 weeks and a semester report card at the end of 18 weeks.  An Interim Report will be issued at 4 ½ weeks within each semester.  Parents may request a parent-teacher conference by contacting me to arrange a time (boldus@fultonschools.org).  I am available before or after school for conferences.  
Absence Make-Up Procedures:  (FCBOE Policy JBD)

Upon returning to school following an absence, it is the student’s responsibility to contact the teacher to request make-up work.  Make-up work must be completed by the student within the time specified by the teacher.  (At Haynes Bridge Middle School, the student will be given the same amount of time to make-up the work as the student was absent unless other arrangements are mutually agreed upon.)
Classroom Procedures and Expectations:

Students are expected to be in their seats when the bell rings.  They are expected to have all necessary materials with them (pencil, paper, textbook, homework).  Additionally, students are expected to behave courteously and respectfully to teachers and peers.  Refer to the Haynes Bridge Agenda/Handbook for additional school rules and expectations.
Tardy Policy:

Tardy is defined school-wide as not being inside the classroom when the final bell rings. When the final bell rings to be in class, teachers are not to allow students into the room.  Tardy students are to report immediately to the ISS supervisor in room 22.  Once there, the student’s tardy will be recorded and consequences will be assigned based upon the progressive consequence scale.  Students will be given a tardy pass that details their consequence and informs the teacher what time the student left the tardy room.  Students who arrive to the tardy room later than the five minute window will be sent to the office for cutting class.
Discipline Guidelines:

Students are responsible for their own behavior.  My goal is to help them make responsible decisions about their lives.  Generally, a student who chooses to misbehave is given an opportunity to identify the inappropriate behavior and devise a plan that will help him/her make a better choice in the future.  Each student is expected to adhere to the behavior expectations as outlined in the student agenda pages 5-7. Parents will be notified of consistent behavior problems as necessary.
Web Site Addresses:

http://www.haynesbridge.com
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